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CLARIFICATION OF ‘LIQUIDS, GELS AND PASTES’ 

  

This update seeks to clarify in more detail the items which are and are not permitted through 

the airport security search point and onto aircraft. 

 

General 

Liquids, gels and pastes may NOT be taken through the airport security search point and onto 

aircraft, except: 

• Baby milk or baby food which has been proved safe by having been tasted by the 

passenger; 

• Essential, prescription (or children’s) liquid medicine (under 50ml) which has been 

verified as safe by being tasted by the passenger or examined by an airport 

pharmacist. 

 

Specific examples 

• The table below lists some of the items which may and may not be taken through the 

airport security search point and onto aircraft. 

• Please note that the list is not exhaustive. If any item is not on the list, then the general rule 

described above applies. 

 

Drinks 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Any drinks in cans, bottles, plastic 

containers, cardboard cartons, etc 

 

• Empty containers such as flasks and 

mugs. 

 

 

Cosmetics 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Lip gloss in containers or pots 

• Liquid foundations 

• Liquid eyeliners 

• Liquid eye shadows 

• Mascara 

• Lip balm in pots 

• Nail varnish 

 

• Powder-based foundations 

• Compact-based foundations 

• Powder-based eye shadows 

• Lipsticks 

• Chap sticks 

• Lip balms in solid form 

• Eye pencils 

 

 



  

 

Toiletries 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Foam 

• Gels 

• Hairsprays 

• Shower gels 

• Deodorant aerosols 

• Deodorant roll-on 

• Perfumes 

• Aftershave 

• Liquid, gel or paste-based hair 

products 

• Lotions 

• Creams 

• Sun tanning products 

• Toothpaste 

 

• Solid forms of toiletries 

• Deodorant sticks in solid form 

• Soaps 

• Talcum powder 

 

 

Food 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Any liquid-based food products in 

packets, tubes, plastic or tin 

containers 

• Pasta or any other foodstuffs in 

sauces, gravies or other liquids 

• Jams and syrups 

• Sauces 

• Pastes 

• Yoghurts 

• Soups (carton or otherwise) 

• Stews 

• Curry 

 

• Sandwiches 

• Crisps 

• Fruit 

• Vegetables 

• Other solid foods 

 

 

Writing implements 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Spare cartridges for fountain pens 

 

• Biros 

• Gel pens 

• Fountain pens (but no refills) 

• Rollerball pens 

• Pencils 

 

 



  

 

Baby milk/baby food 

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Bottles, beakers, or flasks containing 

water 

 

 

• Empty containers such as empty 

bottles beakers or flasks 

• Baby milk (if tasted by the 

passenger) 

• Baby juice (if tasted by the 

passenger) 

• Baby food in liquid, gel or paste form 

(if tasted by the passenger) 

• Baby food powder (need not be 

tasted) 

 

 

Medication 

The chart below outlines the advice given to passengers relating to medication. 

 

 

Your essential, prescription medicine 

The powder or 

tablets are 

permitted in the 

cabin with no 

further 

investigation or 

verification 

required 

Under 50ml Over 50ml 

You will be asked to 

taste the liquid in order 

to verify that it is 

The liquid is NOT 

permitted in the 

cabin 

You taste the 

liquid in 

order to 

verify it as 

You are unable (for whatever 

reason) to taste the liquid 

The liquid is 

permitted in 

the cabin 

with no 

further 

investigation 

or 

You will be referred back to the 

airline who will accompany you 

to an airport pharmacist 

The 

pharmacist 

The 

pharmacist 

The liquid is 

permitted in 

the cabin 

The liquid is 

NOT permitted 

in the cabin 

Passenger information - What to do with your medicationi 

Solid (powder 

up to 50g or 

Liquid, cream or gel 

 From 13 August 2006

If you have any 

questions,  

please contact your  

airline representative. 

Your liquid non-prescription 

medicine 

 

Child’s non-prescription liquid 

medicines, such as Calpol, 

are permitted, but you’ll need 

to taste them to verify. 

 

Adults’ non-prescription liquid 

medicines are not permitted 

 

Your solid non-prescription 

medicine 

 

All other solid non-prescription 

medicines are permitted. 



  

 

ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION ABOUT SMOKING MATERIALS 

  

NOT PERMITTED  ���� PERMITTED   ���� 
• Cigarette lighters 

• Non safety matches 

 

 

• Cigarettes 

• Cigars 

• Rolling tobacco 

• Cigarette papers 

• A single book or box of safety 

matches 

 

 


